ABOUT WRAG

The Women's Research & Action Group
(WRAG) was founded in April 1993 in the
wake of the communal violence that shook
Mumbai in 1992. After the riots, Muslim
women, who have historically been
subordinated by the politics of gender and
personal law, became further marginalized
by identity politics both within and outside the
community. WRAG stemmed from the need
to create space to raise issues of gender and
identity that concern women from
marginalized sections of society. It also
focuses its activities towards situating
women's concerns and interests within a
human rights framework.

VISION

WRAG's vision is a gender-just and secular
society founded on the principles of equality,
justice, and respect for rule of law, human
rights and democratic values; and to build a
world where every woman, irrespective of her
caste, class, religion, race, ethnicity or other
factors, is able to live life to her fullest
potential, free of fear, violence, and want.

MISSION

WRAG seeks to work with individual women
in the community, particularly those from
marginalized sections of society, in order to
bring about improvement in the socio-
economic and legal status within the family
and society. In addition, WRAG works at
policy-level interventions aimed at creating a
climate that is conducive for promotion of
women's human rights, dignity, and
secularism. Itremains proactive at efforts for
justice and accountability concerning
violations of women's rights.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
PROGRAMME

This programme began in 1999 and aims at
empowerment of women within their families
and communities through both community
work and policy-level interventions.
Activitiesinclude:

e Community empowerment through
solidarity- building

o Rights awareness workshops

e Training programmes on gender, sexual,
and reproductive health

o Capacity-building activities with
adolescent girls

e Supporting solidarity groups of single
women

e Facilitating community participation in the
campaign for reform of Muslim Personal
Law.

o Facilitating men's involvement in gender
issues

'JUSTICE & ACCOUNTABILITY
MATTERS' PROGRAMME

Started in 2003, this programme aims at
ending the climate of impunity for grave
crimes that exist within the country, and
creating a culture of respect for rule of law
and human rights, particularly of women.
Activities include:

e Programmes on legal literacy and human
rights awareness

e Campaigns on human rights, women's
rights, and the law

e ICC-India: The Indian campaign on the
International Criminal Court

e Lectures, workshops, seminars, and
conferences on human rights issues.

o Legal Aid to underprivileged women.
e LawResearch

PUBLICATIONS

ENGLISH ONLY

e Report of 1st National Consultation on
International Criminal Court & India,
ICC-India, 2005

e International Criminal Court:
Conversations with Indian
Parliamentarians. |CC-India, 2005.

e ICC & India: Responses to Questions
Raised by Parliamentarians.
By ICC-India, 2005.

e Muslim Women's Views on Personal
Laws. By Vahida Nainar, 2000.

e Shano Bano and the Muslim Women Act
a Decade on. Lucy Carroll (ed.), 1998.

ENGLISH AND HINDI

o -Supreme Court Speaks: Judgments on
Muslim Law & Women's Rights.

By Saumya Uma, 2006. (forthcoming)

o Our Voice: A Needs Assessment Study
of Single and Destitute Women
in Mumbai.

- By Shilpa Kashelkar-Nipunge, 2006.

e International Criminal Court & India:
Some Questions & Answers.

- By Saumya Uma, 2004.

o Combating Impunity. A Compilation of
Articles on the ICC and its Relevance for
India. Compiled by Vahida Nainar &
Saumya Uma, 2004.

o Aspects of Culture & Society: Muslim
Women in India. WRAG, 1997.

e Women, Law and Customary Practices.
WRAG, 1997.

ENGLISH, HINDI AND URDU

e A set of five books on Muslim Personal
Law. By Noorjehan Safia Niaz, 2003.

REPRINT : Dossiers published by International
Solidarity Network of Women Living under Muslim
Law. (Volume Numbers 1-21)

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Ms. Nasreen Mohammed is a social
worker, specializing in issues of urban
poverty, communalism and gender.

Ms. Noorjehan Safia Niaz is a social
worker. Her expertise lies in capacity-
building with women in communities.

Ms. Vahida Nainar is a lawyer, activist and
co-founder of WRAG. She works on
issues of justice, human rights, gender and
conflict from an international law
perspective nationally and internationally
Dr. Vibhuti Patel is a feminist and activist
with a Doctorate in Economics. Her
specialization is in the field of Gender
Economics.

Ms. Vipula Kadri is the founder of
P.R.I.D.E. India, Save the Children India,
and Women's Institute for Social
Education.
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Women's Research & Action Group
(WRAG)

601, Chandra Niwas
Old Police Lane
Near Andheri East Bus Depot
Mumbai 400 069

Phone : +91 22 2684 8112
Fax : +91 22 2684 8702
E-mail : wrag@vsnl.com
Website : http://www.wragindia.org

WRAG is a charitable trust, registered under the
Bombay Public Trust Act. Donations to WRAG are
exempt from Income Tax under Section 80G of the
Income Tax Act, 1961. Exemption No. 420/TR 29869
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